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Homework Policy 
 

The purpose of homework is: 
 

 To consolidate and reinforce children’s skills, knowledge and understanding, particularly in 
Literacy and Numeracy. 

 To extend children’s opportunities for learning beyond school. 

 To encourage children as they grow older to develop the confidence and self-discipline to study 
independently. 

 To provide opportunities for children, parents and the school to work in partnership. 
 
We recognise that the purpose of homework may change as children grow older. In the Early years 
and at Key Stage 1 the emphasis is placed upon developing partnership with parents and carers and 
involving them actively in children’s learning. During Key Stage 2 there is greater emphasis upon 
providing opportunities for children to develop skills of learning on their own and to prepare older pupils 
for the demands of high school homework. 
 
How much homework? 
 
Whilst we appreciate the value of homework it is equally important that children of all ages need time 
to develop through a wide range of activities such as play, participating in clubs etc. It is therefore 
important that children are not overburdened with formal homework. The homework set out below is 
the type of homework your child will be expected to do. 
 
Foundation: Reading and Special News Book. As and when the children develop they may receive 
some sound work and a task such as Literacy/Numeracy 
 
Year 1, 2 and 3: Reading, Spellings and one task per week. Other activities might be given relating to 
topics such as Show and Tell. 
 
Year 4 and 5: Reading, Spellings, Times Tables and a Literacy/Numeracy task per week. A summer 
term project will also be expected alongside a Show and Tell Presentation. 
 
Year 6: Reading, Spelling and one maths and one Literacy task per week. A topic and Show and Tell 
Presentation will also be expected in the summer term. 
 
What is homework? 
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Homework will usually focus on Literacy and Numeracy skills. In Literacy the emphasis will be on 
reading and spelling with some practice of writing skills. In Numeracy we will focus on knowledge and 
skills in using numbers. In addition children may be asked to find information, carry out problem solving 
tasks, play games and prepare oral and written presentations on specific topics. 
 
R -most of the homework will focus on reading with children at home with an additional activity given in 
term 3. 
 
Y1 and Y2 - most of the homework will focus on reading, spelling strategies and basic knowledge of 
skills in mathematics. 
 
Y3 and Y4 - most of the homework will focus on reading, spelling strategies and multiplication tables, 
as well as developing mathematical skills. 
 
Y5 and Y6- the homework will focus on reinforcing reading, spelling and multiplication tables. There 
may also be time spent on finding information for a project during the year, researching other 
information, mathematical skills and preparation for KS2 SATs. 
 
Children with special needs 
It is important that children with special needs have an opportunity to benefit from homework 
appropriate to their needs.  This may mean that some children are asked to do homework which is 
separate from the homework set for the rest of the class. It is however important that homework may 
be common where possible. Homework should not be used as a means of attempting to get children 
with special needs to catch up to the rest of the class. 
 
Who will set homework? 
 
The class teacher will set homework. 
 
Feedback on homework 
 
It is important that homework tasks are worthwhile tasks and that children receive feedback on their 
work wherever possible. Much of the feedback will be provided by the adults working with the children 
as they do their homework, and cannot be left to the teacher. It is often not possible for homework 
tasks to be marked in great detail. At home feedback should be given as children do the work or for 
older children when they have completed the work. At school feedback will be given through class and 
group discussion and through tests e.g. spellings, tables, number bonds. 
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Partnership with parents 
 
Class teachers will provide parents with guidance about how they can help their children at home. 
Literacy and Numeracy targets are sent home at the beginning of each half term. Teachers will also 
communicate with parents about the topics and themes the class will be studying. All this information is 
also available on the website. 
 
The head teacher will monitor the impact of homework through: 
 

 Discussion with teachers 

 Discussion with a sample of children 

 Looking at a sample of books 
 

In the light of information gathered the policy will be evaluated in terms of: 
 

 How manageable it is 

 The impact on children’s attitude to learning 

 The impact upon pupil’s progress 


