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Children talk 
about their 

home and the 
world around 

them. 

 Talk about their 
home and 
school. 

 

Children explore 
their local and 

contrasting 
environment. The 
name countries of 

the UK 

 

 Name, locate and 
identify characteristics 
of the four countries of 
the UK. 

 Discuss local 
environment/features 
and familiar landmarks 

 Investigate Farm 
environment  

Children gain a 
greater understanding 

of their locality, the 
UK and begin to 

explore the wider 
world. 

 

 Identify features of our 
local area  

 Name, locate and identify 
four countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.  

 Investigate area of UK 
and Small area of Non-
European country 
(Kenya). 

 Name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans. 

 

Children complete a 
study of our Local 

Area. They 
investigate the 

wider world and its 
impact on food 
production and 

transport. 

 Locate the world’s 
countries, focus on 
Europe. 

 Locate Russia, North 
and South America. 

 Investigate the local 
area  

  Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator. 

 Introduce and explore: 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night). 

Children complete 
an in-depth study 

of the UK. They 
investigate Europe 

and contrasting 
environments 

around the globe.  

 Name and locate 
range of places in the 
locality, the UK and 
wider world  

 Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, , the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night). 

 Focus on Identifying 
Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle-Penguin 
report. 

Children complete 
an in-depth study of 

Water including 
exploring Rivers and 

Coasts. 

 
 
 

 Name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom. 

 Note geographical 
regions  

 Investigate land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how some 
of these aspects have 
changed over time 

 

Children explore the 
World, investigating 
climate change and 

impact. 

 

 Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps.  

 Explore region of South 
America. 

 Locate extreme earth events 
from around the globe. 
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Children 
observe human 

and physical 
geography in 

Children begin to 
recognise features 

of human and 
physical geography 

Children share their 
opinions about 

Children use 
language to describe 

and explain 
influences of human 

Children use 
language to 

describe, explain 
and make links 

Children investigate, 
explore and explain 

links between 
influences of human 

Children research, gather 
evidence and present 
information to explain 

human and physical 
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the world 
around them. 

 

 

 Make 
observations of 
the world 
around them. 
Introduce 
vocabulary to 
describe 
features.  

 

in the world around 
them. 

 

 

 Describe some places 
and features using 
basic geographical 
vocabulary. 

 

human and physical 
geographical features. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Express their views on 
some features of their 
environment, e.g. what 
they do or do not like.  

 

and physical 
geography in our 

local area and wider 
world. 

 

 Use Geographical 
language to describe, 
identify and explain 
some aspects of 
physical/human 
geography. 
 

 

between the 
influences of 
human and 

physical geography 
in our local area 
and the wider 

world.  

 Use Geographical 
language to describe, 
identify and explain 
some aspects of 
physical/human 
geography. 

 Make observations 
about places and 
features that change 
over time 

 Explore links 
between people and 
environment. 

and physical 
geography on Water 

Rivers and Coasts.  

 
 
 
 
 

 Describe and explain 
key aspects of: rivers, 
mountains, the water 
cycle.  

 Describe and explain 
key aspects of 
Settlements, land use 
and distribution of 
natural resources such 
as minerals or water. 

 Explore human impact 
and change in 
environment. 

 

geography of the wider 
world. 

 

 

 

 Describe and explain key 
aspects of climate  zones, 
biomes, vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
Earthquakes and volcanoes.  

 Describe and explain key 
aspects of Settlements, land 
use and distribution of natural 
resources such as minerals or 
water. 

 

En
q

u
ir

y 
a

n
d

 In
ve

st
ig

at
io

n
 Children begin 

to ask questions 
about the world 

around them. 

 

 

 Comment and 
ask questions 
about familiar or 
new places and 
people. 

 

Children notice 
changes in the world 
around them, they 

ask and answer 
questions. 

 

 Ask and answer 
questions about 
change over time. 

 

Children notice 
features and changes 
in the world around 
them, they ask and 
answer questions. 

 

 Ask and answer simple 
questions about change 
over time. 

 Make predictions and 
test ideas about people 
and places 

Children notice 
changes in the world 
around them, they 

ask specific 
questions and make 

links. 

 

 Ask ‘how? ‘why? as 
well as, ‘where?’ and 
‘what?’ when 
investigating places 
and processes  

 Describe similarities as 
well as differences and 

Children notice 
changes in the 
world around 

them, they ask 
searching 

questions and 
make 

comparisons. 

 Ask more searching 
questions to explore 
‘how?’ ‘why? 
‘where?’ and ‘what?’ 
when investigating 
places and processes. 

 Make comparisons 
with their own lives 

Children notice 
changes in the world 
around them, they 

ask causal questions 
and make 

explanations. 

 

 

 Ask and answer causal 
questions to explore 
impact: Why is that 
happening in that 
place? Could it happen 
here? What happened 
in the past to cause 

Children notice changes 
in the world around 

them, they ask causal 
questions, make 
explanations and 

predictions about impact 
for the future. 

 

 Ask and answer casual 
questions to explore impact: 
Why is that happening in that 
place? Could it happen here? 
What happened in the past to 
cause that? How is it likely 
change in the future?  



begin to make links to 
their own lives. 

 

and their own 
situation.  

 Show increasing 
empathy and 
describe similarities 
as well as 
differences.  

that? How is it likely 
change in the future?  

 

 Make predictions and test 
simple hypotheses about 
people and places. 
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Children make 
observations 

about the 
school grounds 

and other 
places. 

 

 Look closely at 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
different familiar 
/ other places 
and make simple 
comparisons. 

 Observe features 
of their school 
and its grounds.  

 

Children make 
observations about 
the school grounds 
through the year, 

they identify 
features of the local 

environment. 

 

 Study the geography of 
the school applying 
observation and 
identification skills, 
record features using 
cameras. 

 Identify key human and 
physical features in 
surrounding 
environment. 

 Use simple compass 
directions (NSEW).  

 

Children make 
observations about 
the school grounds 
through the year, 

they identify features 
of the local 

environment and 
other environments. 

 

 Study the geography of 
the school applying 
observation and 
identification skills, 
record features using 
cameras. 

 Identify key human and 
physical features in 
surrounding 
environment. 

 Use simple compass 
directions (NSEW).  

 Use locational and 
directional language to 
describe features and 
routes e.g. left/right, 
forwards and backwards. 

 Use aerial photos and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features. 

Children make 
observations, record 

and measure to 
collect information 

through a local 
study.  

 

 Observe, measure and 
record the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a range 
of methods including 
sketch maps, cameras 
and other digital 
devices. 

 Make links between 
features observed in 
the environment to 
those on maps and 
aerial photos. 

 

Children use 
information to 

observe, measure 
and record. They 
draw conclusions 
and make links. 

 

 Observe, measure 
and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods including 
sketch maps, 
cameras and other 
digital devices. 

 Make links between 
features observed in 
the environment to 
those on maps and 
aerial photos. 

 Collect information 
and create simple 
bar graphs. 

 Introduce/Use eight 
points of a compass 

Children use 
information to 

observe, measure 
and record. They 

interpret and 
present information 
making comparisons 

and links. 

 Observe, measure and 
record human and 
physical features using 
a range of methods 
including sketch maps, 
cameras and other 
digital technologies.  

 Interpret data collected 
and present the 
information in a variety 
of ways including 
charts and graphs. 

 Use the eight points of 
a compass. 

 

 

Children use information 
to observe, measure and 

record. They interpret 
and present information 
making comparisons and 

links. Children create 
graphs and charts. 

 

 Observe, measure and record 
human and physical features 
using a range of methods 
including sketch maps, 
cameras and other digital 
technologies  

 Interpret data collected and 
present the information in a 
variety of ways including 
charts and graphs. 

 Use eight cardinal points to 
give directions and 
instructions. 
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Children view 
simple maps 

showing areas 
of school 

grounds, they 
create their 
own maps. 

 

 Talk about the 
features of 
different places. 

 Create simple 
drawings, 
paintings, 
models or maps 
of known / 
imaginary 
landscapes.  

Children view 
different maps and 

the globe. They 
recognise maps have 

symbols. 

 

 Explore a range of 
maps, picture maps 
and globes  

 Know that maps give 
information  

 Locate land and sea on 
maps. 

 Recognise simple 
features on maps  

 Recognise that maps 
need titles, symbols 
and a key. 

 Draw a simple map  
 

Children view 
different maps and 

the globe. They 
identify simple 

landmarks and find 
North on a map. 

 
 

 Know that maps give 
information  

 Locate land and sea on 
maps. 

 Use large scale maps and 
aerial photos of the 
school and local area. 

 Recognise landmarks and 
basic human features on 
aerial photos/maps 

 Know which direction is 
North on an OS map. 

 Use and construct basic 
symbols in a map key.  

 Find a given OS symbol 
on a map with support. 

 
 
 
 

Children use 
different maps. They 
identify landmarks. 
They recognise the 
four points of the 

compass. 

 

 

 Use a range of sources 
including digital maps, 
atlases, globes and 
satellite images (and 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to research and 
present geographical 
information.  

 Use the eight compass 
points and recognise 
some Ordnance Survey 
symbols on maps.  

 Use maps and diagrams 
from a range of 
publications e.g. 
holiday brochures, 
leaflets, town plans. 

 

 

Children use 
different maps. 

They recognise the 
eight points of the 
compass. They use 

four-figure grid 
references. 

 

 Use a range of 
sources including 
digital maps, atlases, 
globes and satellite 
images (and 
Ordnance Survey 
maps) to research, 
interpret and 
present geographical 
information.  

 Use the eight 
compass points and 
recognise some 
Ordnance Survey 
symbols on maps.  

 Locate features using 
four-figure grid 
references. 

 Use maps at more 
than one scale. 

 Use the index and 
contents page of 
atlases. 

 Use the scale bar on 
maps. 

Children use and 
compare different 

maps. They 
recognise the eight 

points of the 
compass. They use 

six-figure grid 
references. 

 

 Use a range of maps 
and other sources of 
geographical 
information to locate 
countries and features 
studied.  

 Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
difference between 
Ordnance Survey and 
other maps and when 
it is most appropriate 
to use each. 

 Relate different maps 
to aerial photos.  

 Use six figure 
coordinates. 

 Use latitude/longitude 
in a globe or atlas. 

 Create sketch maps 
using symbols and a 
key. 

 Use models and maps 
to discuss land shape 
i.e. contours and 
slopes. 

 Use a scale bar to 
calculate some 
distances 

Children choose different 
maps for purpose. They 

recognise the eight 
points of the compass. 
They use six-figure grid 

references.  

 

 

 Interpret a wider range of 
geographical information and 
maps including scale, 
projections, thematic, and 
digital maps. 

 Recognise and use an 
increasing range of Ordnance 
Survey symbols on maps and 
locate features using six-
figure grid references. 

 Choose the most appropriate 
map/globe for a specific 
purpose. 

 Understand that purpose, 
scale, symbols and style are 
related. 

 Recognise different map 
projections. 

 Read and compare map 
scales. 
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Children discuss 
findings. They 
view pictures 
and maps on 

IWB. 

 

 

 

 Talk about what 
we have 
discovered 
about the world 
around us. 

 Use IWB to share 
simple 
maps/pictures of 
our school 

Children discuss 
findings. They use 
cameras to record 

change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Discuss, share and 
record our 
geographical learning.  

 Use simple electronic 
globes/maps. 

 Use Beebot to program 
and follow simple 
directional instructions. 

 Use cameras/audio 
equipment to record 
geographical features, 
changes, differences 
e.g. weather/seasons. 

 

Children discuss 
findings. They use 
cameras to record 
change. They use 
simple electronic 

maps with support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use maps and other 
images to talk about 
everyday life e.g. where 
they live, journeys to 
school etc. 

 Draw, speak or write 
about simple 
geographical concepts 
which have been 
explored. 

 Use simple electronic 
globes/maps 

 Use Google maps and 
‘zoom’ in on local area, 
notice more or less detail 
can be seen. 

 

Children discuss 
findings and share. 

They use cameras to 
record change. They 
use electronic maps 
and satellite images 
to view local area. 
The view routes on 

world maps. 

 

 

 Use maps, images and 
information to discover 
and share more about 
their locality and the 
wider world. 

 Use Google maps to 
explore locations 
around the world. 

 View a range of 
satellite images 

 Show a route on a 
world map – link to 
food from around the 
globe. 

 

Children discuss 
findings, share 
opinions and 

present 
information. They 

use electronic 
maps and satellite 

images to view 
local area and 

wider world. The 
view online charts 

and graphs. 

 Express their 
opinions on 
environmental issues 
explored, record and 
present information.  

 Use 
presentation/multim
edia software to 
record and explain 
geographical 
features and 
processes. 

 View online charts to 
show geographical 
data. 

 Collect and create 
own charts. 

 Make use of 
geography in the 
news – online 
reports & websites. 

Children discuss 
findings, share 
opinions and 

present information. 
They use electronic 
maps and satellite 

images to view river 
and coastal areas in 

detail. 

 

 

 Express and explain 
their opinions on 
geographical/ 
environmental issues. 
Recognise why others 
may think differently. 

 Choose a range of 
methods e.g. digital 
maps, plans, graphs to 
communicate 
information. 

 Explore satellite 
imagery. 

 Share geographical 
information 
electronically e.g. 
webpage or poster  

 

Children discuss findings, 
share opinions, and 

present information. 
They use electronic maps 

and satellite images to 
areas around the world. 
They use electronic data 

to monitor 
weather/climate. 

 

 

 Develop their views and 
attitudes to critically evaluate 
responses to local 
geographical issues or global 
issues and events. 

 Communicate geographical 
information using a wide 
range of methods including 
writing at increasing length. 

 Use and interpret live data 
e.g. weather patterns, 
location and timing of 
earthquakes/volcanoes 

 Collect and present data 
electronically  

 Investigate electronic links 
with schools/children in other 
places e.g. email/video 
communication. 


